Xy8                                                                      A    SHORTER    EGO
themselves before innumerable Loretta Youngs ; I conclude
that the much-vaunted American independence obtains outside
the home only. Five minutes after the show closed everybody
had disappeared, the boardwalk again became empty, and the
world was left to me and darkness in the person of my chairman.
Or would have been but for the neon lights illuminating the
regardless ocean. (Excuse the Andersonese !) The place is
terrifically expensive. For a haircut and shave the hotel barber
demanded a dollar and a half, which with the tip came to seven
shillings. I do not think Americans pay these prices.
May 16     A lovely day of glorious  sun,  cool wind,  and a
Sunday.      sparkling blue sea which does not seem to go either
in or out.   White sands peopled with donkey-boys,
only the donkeys are horses and the boys full-grown negroes
of great stature.   It is odd how few boys and girls I have seen;
the children here seem to be born round the age of sixteen.
I left Atlantic City with tegtet.   During the night it had become
crowded with a light-hearted, orderly, and considerate mob.
I bought a blue china horse, some hand and a half high.   They
told me at the shop that it was an exact model of the American
agricultural horse.   I don't believe this, but it is a delicious blue.
The return journey was much more comfortable, the train
being cool and extremely clean.    I saw a notice saying that
last year these Pullmans carried 1,47 5,000 passengers 1,500,000,000
miles without a fatal accident.    Lunch was simple and good.
By the way, the railways ignore daylight saving; you just make
the train one hour after its scheduled time.    These trains go
through the middle of the streets of towns and villages like
motor-cars ; if they stopped, you could shop from the windows,
provided you could open them.    All the streets are at right-
angles to the line, and the smallest pkces have the air of being
planned.    But the country still retains its unfinished look.   I
note one honse and a tennis lawn which have apparently dropped
from the skies into the middle of nowhere.   Here, in the middle
of imtenanted plains, is a baseball ground with a game in pro-
gress.    Suddenly a lake, with a tiny motor-yacht as fresh as